
Sanday Heritage Group 
Minutes of the meeting held at 2.30 p.m. on 9th December 2015, at the  Heritage Centre
Present: Myra Stockton (Chairman); Sylvia Thorne (Secretary); Roderick Thorne (Treasurer) from 3.15 p.m.; Tony Lee; Heather Collinson; Jim Towrie; Rona Towrie; Ruth Peace (Custodian)
Apologies for absence: Liz Brown; Steve Ray
The minutes of the meeting held on 8.09.2015 were amended as follows:
Winter Opening Hours: Weekends only, and at other times by arrangement.  A notice to this effect, with contact telephone numbers will be displayed outside the building. Heather and Tony will staff the centre on Saturday mornings, Ruth will be present all day on Saturdays Sundays. This arrangement will continue until Easter 2016.







    




    They were then proposed as accurate by Heather, seconded by Jim
Matters arising from the minutes:
a. SCAPE payment – no further information available (Rod wasn’t present, but later confirmed that the £600 grant for fencing had been received by SDT)
b. Interpretation Board for the Croft – suggestions were to include:





a. Photograph of Meta Gray and brother (now with Rod)





             
b. Photograph of part or whole of War Memorial unveiling with Croft in background (now 
with 
A.Thompson). (Rod to get on with this)
c. Interpretation Board for Lopness - no further information available (Rod wasn’t present, but later confirmed that this was close to completion and would be ‘unveiled’ on 4th June – see later in Minutes) 
d. Fire Inspection – had not yet happened (Ruth to check with Fire Brigade) 
e. Jo Sloan exhibition – Ruth reported that Sales totalled £1,515 and that Heritage Group commission (25%) was £378. Haulage bills expected to be 2 x £36 = £72, so still a good net income.
f. Autumn Fare profit – Rona had run a stall which raised £80
g. The Film Night (Man of Aran) on 27th November – had raised £80.50 before costs (Hire of Hall), and those present agreed with Ruth that it had “been a lovely night, great supper, Sanday as it used to be…”. No further update on a source for either Venus Peter or the GMB trilogy. Rona suggested that a film called The Field (recommended by Tom Bell) might be considered. 
h. Disabled Access – Mike Cooper & Pam Marwick will be in contact before March. 
i. Leaking Windows – Sylvia had contacted B. Clouston, but even after one of his workmen had looked in to try to resolve our problems, it seemed unlikely that a satisfactory conclusion would be reached.  She had therefore asked Steve Ray to look closely at the leaking windows, and he agreed that the suppliers (B. Clouston) should be held responsible; Sylvia read out the letter that he is sending to B. Clouston as Chair of SDT. All present agreed that the letter and its contents were a considered, true, firm and fair report of the state of things, and trust that B. Clouston will react properly.   
Agenda Items
1. Forward Plan – Ruth apologized for emailing the wrong, incomplete, version of this Plan; the version she meant to send is now attached. Ruth confirmed that Gail Drinkell (Orkney Museum Archaeology Curator) had agreed to be her mentor in working towards Museum Accreditation. Myra offered Ruth her help and support.
2. Appiehouse Stone – Following Gail Drinkell’s visit to the Heritage Centre, and meeting with Group members (3rd December), she has – as promised – made enquiries on our behalf about the steps we need to take (and costs involved) in order to display the stone in the Centre. (a separate attachment shows an exchange of emails between Gail Drinkell and Stephen Gordon, Conservation Officer with Historic Scotland). The hypothetical costs were discussed as being a possible principal subject for a Culture Fund application for the year ahead (2016/2017), but subsequent events indicate that the costs may be significantly less than first thought. Additionally, it seems likely that we shall not have official notification of OIC’s intent until a meeting, planned for April 2016, considers Sanday’s request to house the stone
3. OIC Culture Fund Grant 2016/17. It was noted that the deadline for applications is 18th January 2016. The ensuing discussion highlighted a number of initiatives, all of which were seen as important:
a. Appiehouse Stone (and Rune Stone) display and protection; possibly a metre-high plinth under a glass case (the plinth itself giving additional storage space)
b. A second site of reconstructed Archaeology (Iron Age Roundhouse)
c. Glass-fronted, lockable, cupboard for rare books to be sited in Horne Room (in place of KGS drawer-unit and display-screen)
d. Further Storage units
e. Conversion of exterior buildings (generator shed?) for further storage
f. Installation of lighting for natural history corner and for Appiehouse Stone
g. Battery-powered audio-units for The Croft (Rona explaining artefacts and croft life)
h. A second site of reconstructed Archaeology (Iron Age Roundhouse)
4. Events/Display 2016 – Discussion revealed that some members felt that ‘temporary’ exhibitions   might be on show for longer than a year; others thought that residents might feel ‘there’s nothing new this year’. Lack of storage capacity was agreed by all; there seemed to be a consensus that the Appiehouse Stone’s potential location might be against the wall, sideways on, between Shop and Office doors. This would necessitate the dismantling or relocation of the glass display-case in that position at present. Tony reminded members that the Group had not – yet – made an application for a grant from the Community Wind Farm income distributed by the Community Council.  


Rod said that the successful OIC WW1 Culture Fund application was based on a day of events 
to  
commemorate the Battle of Jutland, highlighting the story of the B 98 stranded at 
Lopness. Events 
would, it was hoped, include a talk or presentation by an expert, a Battle of Jutland temporary 
display at the Heritage Centre, and a visit to the Lopness site at low tide to explore the wreck and 
to unveil the new Interpretation Board. Myra was keen to pursue the project of researching and 
mounting the HC display which would, she said, include the results of her research into the 
brief stranding, and refloating, of a German submarine at Scuthvie. There were sufficient funds, it 
was hoped, to provide substantial non-alcoholic refreshments; the description of possible 
cakes is not recorded in these Minutes. Further details of the proposed Day will be considered 
at 
the next meeting.

Andrew Thompson appeared briefly at this point, seeking and receiving the Group’s approval 
before applying to Orkney Museum to arrange an exhibition of Sanday’s Photographic Archive.
5. Storage – Ruth reported that Gail Drinkell had looked into the attic and said it was fine. 
Discussion about the desirability of the Rocket Hut as an additional storage facility included thought about the North Isles’ Landscape Partnership project, and the Land Reform Act and 
associated Declaration of Interest (which apparently allows Communities first refusal on a District Valuer’s (and/or Market) agreed price. (Sylvia to ask SDT P&G Officer Imogen to look into this) 
6. Any other Business – 











a. Two of the illustrated curtain-blinds, at risk of water-damage from the leaking windows, 

were taken down and will be aired before storage until the windows are repaired.



b. Heating during the meeting was not functioning. (Ruth to investigate)
7. Next meeting scheduled for 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday 3rd February.

