
Community Council meeting minutes 9th October 2012 
 

MINUTES of the MEETING of  

SANDAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

Held in the SANDAY COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL on TUESDAY,  

9th October 2012 at 7.30 pm  

  

Present:                   Mr J Dearness, Mr R Brown, Mr D Muir, Mr J Muir and Mr A Towrie 

In Attendance :        Councillor Graham Sinclair       

                                 Mr Gareth Ellis – Community Development Officer, 

                                                             Sanday Development Trust 

                                 Ms Naomi Black, Clerk                  

 1.Sanday Development Plan 2011 - 2015   

John Dearness welcomed Mr Gareth Ellis, Community Development Officer, Sanday 
Development Trust. Mr Ellis had come to provide an update on the Sanday Development 
Plan, after attending a meeting with the Chair-persons from Sanday Community Association, 
Sanday Tourist & Business Group and the Development Trust.  It was intended that such 
meetings would be held at least a couple of times a year to ensure that efforts were not 
duplicated or overlapped between the various organisations. A priority would be the use of 
the additional funds that would be forthcoming from the Spurness Wind farm, estimated to 
be up to around £100K which would be available to the island.  Mr Ellis wanted to implement 
a joined up strategy, hoping that there would be more opportunities for all the organisations 
to work together in the future. The key objectives of the plan were: economy/employment; 
transport and infra-structure; community facilities, leisure and recreation; telecoms, 
transport. The full details of the plan are available on the Sanday 
website:. http://www.sanday.co.uk/index.php/development-trust/sanday-plan-2011-15.  

Mr Ellis further reported that the funding for the Ranger runs out next March.  This is part 
funded by a grant from Scottish Natural Heritage.  All the Development Trust staff posts 
need to be reviewed. The Heritage Centre is another project which would need funding 
support too, when it is up and running.   

It was thought that the CDO would be the first point of contact for anyone with development 
ideas for the island.  New projects and objectives are always welcomed.  Focus from Mr 
Ellis’s point of view was the Heritage Centre which was going to be the last large capital 
development project for a while.  The Seed Corn fund was mentioned briefly as a possible 
funding source, but this has restraints in that it should be used for start-up projects and not 
for ongoing ones. The Development Trust was still to hold its AGM when financial reviews 
and decisions would be made.   



 2.APOLOGIES  

 RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of 
Mrs Jacqueline Seatter and Mrs Norma Brown and Councillor S Clackson. 

 3.ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF 21st AUGUST 2012 

 The minutes of the meeting of 21st August were adopted, being proposed by Mr David Muir 
and seconded by Mr Adam Towrie, subject to the following amendments:- 

 Item 2:- 

“John Dearness thanked Carol Elliott and Avril Fraser for attending the meeting . 

Councillor S Clackson left the meeting after this item at 8.05 pm.” 

Item 10(b):- 

(b)        Funding request from Sanday Central SWRI  – Spurness Micro grant 
application  

After due consideration of the application for financial assistance towards the cost of a trip to 
Shapinsay from Sanday SWRI Group, it was agreed that this application would be evenly 
split between the Micro Grant Fund and the General Fund.  The General Fund portion would 
require receipts before payment was made, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to award the £250 requested and to ask the Clerk to notify the SWRI that 
receipts would be required for half the grant money. 

Should be replaced with:- 

“(b)      Funding request from Sanday Central SWRI – Spurness Micro grant 
application  

Norma Brown declared an interest in this item and was not present during discussion. 

After due consideration of the application for financial assistance towards the cost of a trip to 
Shapinsay from Sanday SWRI Group, it was agreed that this application would be evenly 
split between the Micro Grant Fund and the General Fund.  The General Fund portion would 
require receipts before payment was made, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to award the £250 requested and to ask the Clerk to notify the SWRI that 
receipts would be required for half the grant money. 

Norma Brown rejoined the meeting at this point.” 

4.MATTERS ARISING  

a. a)Barbed Wire Collection Scheme  

Requests had been received to run this scheme again.  It was decided that this should be 
run again early next year and that notification should be placed in the Sanday Sound, and it 
was:- 



RESOLVED that the barbed wire collection scheme would be operated again in the New 
Year. 

a. b)Recycling Bins at Lady Village  

No further information had been received on the problem of recycling materials overflowing 
at the Lady Village recycling bin area since the last meeting.  Councillor S Clackson had 
previously taken up this issue on behalf of the Community Council and it was agreed that he 
should be approached for news on this issue, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to request that the Clerk contact Councillor Clackson and ask for an update. 

a. c)Orkney Project Woodland Review  

The trees were collected on 5th October and the project was progressing well under the 
supervision of the Development Trust’s Youth Worker, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

a. d)Update on Container left at Lady Village  

After consideration of a letter received from Democratic Services in which it has been 
established that the ground where the container was standing was definitely under the 
ownership of Sanday Community Council, it was agreed that legal advice would be sought. 
Councillor G Sinclair offered to make enquiries as how best the Community Council should 
proceed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED:-  

(1)to note that legal advice should be sought;  

(2)that Councillor G Sinclair offered to make enquiries as how best the Community 
Council should proceed; and 

(3)that this matter be reviewed again after obtaining such 

a. e)Temperance Hall – Lady Village - Lease agreement  

Members were advised that the Heritage Group had now had sight of a suggested draft 
lease and that the Chairman would ask Lows Orkney to draw up a draft lease, based on the 
discussions that had been held so far, in readiness for the next Community Council 
meeting.  Advice was still needed as to the limitations of use and the exact wording to be 
used for the lease agreement.  The Development Trust should be asked put in writing any 
amendments they wished included or to confirm that they are happy with the draft lease, and 
it was:- 

RESOLVED  to request the Clerk consult with the Development Trust to confirm details of 
the draft lease agreement. 

f) Grindally  



After consideration of a letter received from Democratic Services members were advised 
that  this matter was now being investigated by the appropriate department(s) at Orkney 
Islands Council and they would report back as to what action can be taken, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the information. 

g)Litter/dog waste bins at Whitemill Bay, Bea Sands , Lopness Bay, Start Lighthouse 
and Backaskail Bay  

After consideration of a letter received from Democratic Services, it was explained that there 
was insufficient funding available to supply new bins and empty them.  Signage was 
suggested as an alternative way of dealing with the problem.  After discussion, another idea 
proposed was to have notices/requests to keep the island clean printed on to the Ranger’s 
Leaflets, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to ask Democratic Services as to the availability of financial assistance in 
connection with signage and leaflet printing costs.   

h)Patient Focus and Public Involvement NHS Orkney  

A very substantialamount of documentation has been received from the Patient Focus and 
Public Involvement Group including Agenda and Minutes from various meetings, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information.  

i)Enjoy Wild Orkney  

Details of Enjoy Wild Orkney project were reviewed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the information. 

6.CORRESPONDENCE 

a)Letter from Rod Thorne - Spoots Boats  

After consideration of a letter and accompanying photographs received from Rod Thorne 
regarding his concerns about the extensive fishing activity seen over the summer months in 
relation to razor fish (spoots), members shared his concerns and felt that this matter should 
be referred to the Fisheries Office.  The issue had also been brought to the attention of 
Gail Churchill, Scottish Natural Heritage, whose findings were still awaited, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to write to Kirkwall Fishery office advising of the concerns. 

b)Orkney Inter-Isles Air and Ferry Service Consulta tive Committee  

After consideration of a letter from the Transport Planner notifying of a forthcoming meeting 
to be held on 18th October, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note that Sanday Community’s Council Transport Representative was due to 
attend the meeting. 

c)Loganair – Flights Statistical Report  



After consideration of the Loganair statistical report, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the contents. 

d)Orkney Ferries Statistical Report  

No statistical information for Orkney Ferries activity for the previous month has been 
received, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this. 

e)Wind Turbine Income – Stronsay Community Council  

An email had been received from the Clerk, Stronsay Community Council, regarding income 
generation from Sanday’s Spurness Wind Farm.  The Chairman had sent information 
obtained from Sanday’s wind turbine project which had been of assistance to them, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information.  

f)Change to KGS working week – Stronsay Community C ouncil  

An email had been received from the Clerk, Stronsay Community Council, regarding 
possible support from Sanday Community Council in connection with their request for a 
change to the Kirkwall Grammar School (KGS) working week times.  The issue had been 
passed on to the Sanday Parent Council who was issuing a questionnaire to parents. The 
Community Council should receive an update in due course.  Councillor Sinclair stated he 
thought the suggestion would not be found acceptable as the number of children involved is 
a very small minority and changes to the current schedule may jeopardize the Sunday ferry 
sailing, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to wait and see the responses from other North Isles Community Councils 

g)Community Council Road Scheme  

Following receipt of an email from Sinclair Haulage regarding the administration workload of 
the haulage grant, it was agreed that a charge of £2 be levied to cover the postage and 
administration costs of dealing with the scheme, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

h)Additional drop to Eday on Monday mornings - Tran sport Planner  

Following receipt of an email from the Transport Planner regarding transport for Eday school 
children on Mondays, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

i)Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust  

Following consideration of an email from the Director General of the Airfields of Britain, the 
world’s first national airfield charity, asking for historical details regarding Sanday’s decoy 
airfield, it was:- 



RESOLVED that this communication be forwarded on to Mr Andrew Thompson 

j)Reform of the Blue Badge Scheme  

Following consideration of a letter from Democratic Services giving details of the reformed 
Blue Badge Scheme, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

k)Draft Ferry timetable 5 th May – 23rd Sept + Sunday Excursions Schedule  

Following consideration of the draft timetable for Orkney Ferries Timetable effective from 
5th May – 23rd September, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

l)Letter from William Sichel  

Following consideration of the correspondence received from Mr William Sichel in which he 
thanked Sanday Community Council for the recent award from the Spurness Micro Grant 
fund, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

m)Letter from Sanday Junior Football Club  

Following consideration of the letter of thanks received from Sanday Junior Football Club in 
connection with the recent award for assistance with travel costs, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

n)Mobile Library North Isles Timetable – Changes fo r Winter 2012.  

Following consideration of the letter received from the Library and Archive Manager, 
advising of changes to the timetable for the mobile library for the North Isles, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

o)Community Broadband Scotland Initiative  

Following consideration of an email received from Democratic Services regarding 
Community Councils potential involvement with improving broadband as the Scottish 
Government had recently launched Community Broadband initiative 
[www.communitybroadbandscotland.org], it was :- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1)to await the outcome of the feasibility studies that were currently being undertaken on 
some of the other Orkney Islands; and 

 



(2)to note that it would be a project that was worthy of support if found viable and Sanday 
Community Council could support it at a later date. 

p)Design Statement Workshop - update from NHS Orkne y. 

Following consideration of an email from NHS Orkney providing details for a Design 
Statement Workshop, it was:- 

RESO 

q)Letter from Sylvia Thorne - request for letter of  assurance - new Heritage Centre  

Following consideration of a letter received from Mrs S Thorne in connection with Sanday’s 
Heritage Centre advising of concerns in connection with the part payment of the architect ‘s 
account, whose participation in the project was vital for its completion and also requesting a 
letter of assurance of funds, it was:- 

RESOLVED to defer this issue and review it at the next meeting. 

8.CONSULTATIONS  

a)Winter Maintenance Plan : 2012 - 2013  

The information on the Winter Maintenance Plan was reviewed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the information. 

9.FINANCE 

a)General  Fund  

After consideration of the General Finance Statement, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note that the balance was £6159.98. 

b)Spurness Fund  

The statement for the Spurness Wind Fund was reviewed.  It was noted that the Micro Grant 
account had just been topped up with £2000, and it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1)to note that the balance was £47.86; and 

 (2)to ask SSE if the payment of £2,000 was an annual allocation or whether the community 
council was required to apply for additional funds, when the present allocation was 

c)CCGS 

The financial statement for the Community Council Grant Scheme was reviewed, and it 
was:- 



RESOLVED to note the sum of £1873.57 from the main capping limit and £632 from the 
additional capping limit was available for allocation. 

d)CDF 

The financial statement for the CDF was reviewed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the sums of £292.54 and £412714 were available for allocation. 

e)Seed Corn Fund  

The financial statement for the Seed Corn Fund was reviewed, and it was 

RESOLVED to note the sum of £7018.03 was available for allocation. 

10.FINANCIAL REQUESTS  

a)Sanday Community School for a small grant from th e Spurnesspurchase 
fencing equipment for the Fencing Club  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Community School towards the 
cost of purchasing fencing equipment, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to the award of £250 as recommended by SSE 

b)Sanday Community School for a small grant from th e Spurness Windfarm 
renewing the annual registration for ECDL  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Community School for assistance 
towards the cost of renewing the annual registration for ECDL, it was decided to make 
further enquiries as to the need to fund this particular request because it was believed the 
Development Trust had money left in account for ECDL purposes, and it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(1)that the Clerk ascertain whether or not funds were available from the Development 
Trust that could be used for this purpose: 

(2)to notify Sanday Community School of this decision; and 

(3)to liaise with SSE and update them of the situation. 

c)Sanday Community School for a small grant from th e Spurness Windfarm 
purchase a daily mixed portion of fresh fruit for e very child in Nursery and 
Primary  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Community School requesting 
assistance towards the cost of purchasing a daily mixed portion of fresh fruit for every child 
in Nursery and Primary, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to the award of £1000 and that the Clerk complete the appropriate 
Decision Form for SSE 



d)Haulage of Aggregates - Mrs M Peace  

Following consideration of an application from Mrs M Peace for assistance towards the cost 
of haulage of aggregates, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to the award the sum of £50 

e)Sanday School Parent Council - Christmas Tree Par ty  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday School Parent Council towards 
the cost of the Christmas Tree Party, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to make up the shortfall cost of their target sum of £924, up to a 
maximum amount of £500. 

f)Haulage of Aggregates - Dr Ute Clackson  

Following consideration of an application from Dr U Clackson for assistance towards the cost 
of haulage of aggregates, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to the award the sum of £50. 

g)Sanday Afternoon Club - Travel costs for day trip  to Rousay  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Afternoon Club requesting 
assistance towards the costs of a day trip to Rousay, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to award the sum of £117, and that community council grant scheme 
assistance should be applied for. 

h)Sanday Community School - travel costs for forthc oming school trip  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Community School requesting 
assistance towards travel costs for forthcoming school trip, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to make a donation of £250. 

i)Sanday Health & Wellbeing Group - Provision of in duction and fitness advice 
and 10 sessions per person - Spurness Small grant a pplication  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Health & Wellbeing Group 
requesting assistance towards the provision of induction and fitness advice and ten sessions 
per person, it was found that the application was incomplete having insufficient detail, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to request the applicant to complete the necessary information 

j)Sanday Swimming Pool - micro grant -Spurness Wind farm Community 
Benefit Running an aqua Zumba class  

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Swimming Pool for a micro grant 
from the Spurness Windfarm Community Benefit Fund towards the cost of running an aqua 
Zumba class, it was declined as a more appropriate fund was available, and it was:- 



  

RESOLVED to decline this application.  

k)10TH Orkney Scouts - micro grant - Spurness Windfarm Co mmunity Benefit 
Fund camping equipment  

Following consideration of a financial request from 10th Orkney Scouts towards the cost of 
camping equipment, it was:- 

RESOLVED to agree to the award of £250 

l)Sanday Community School on behalf of Parent Counc il for the Island Bonfire  

Mr J Muir declared an interest in this item and exited the room. 

Following consideration of a financial request from Sanday Community School on behalf of 
the Parent Council towards the cost of the Island Bonfire event, it was:- 

RESOLVED to make a donation of £250 which would match the donation from the 
Community Association. 

Mr J Muir re-entered the room. 

11.REPORTS FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

a)Planning  

The Planning Representative was not present, therefore there was nothing to report, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

b)Transport  

The Transport Representative was not present, therefore there was nothing to report, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

c)The Development Trust  

The Development Trust Representative had nothing new to report to the meeting.  However, 
following on from an issue first raised at an earlier meeting regarding defibrillators, it had 
been established that a unit at Heilsa Fjord would be beneficial and welcomed by the 
Development Trust, if funding for the supply and training was still available from the Red 
Cross, and it was:- 

RESOLVED that the Clerk should liaise with Dr Murray to ascertain the situation. 

d)MARS  



The MARS Representative reported that there were some minor repairs needed at one of 
the Kirkyards but the issue was in hand, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

12.PUBLICATIONS  

The following publications were available to members:- 

Holyrood Highlights – Liam McArthur 

Voluntary Action Orkney – Newsletter. 

13.AOCB  

a)Lady Village War Memorial  

The Chairman reported to members that there was more work found to be necessary at the 
war memorial.  He had given instructions for the work to be carried out and it was hoped that 
it would be completed by November, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

b)Burness Kirkyard Extension  

Members had noticed that there had been no follow up from Democratic Services on the 
request for an extension to Burness Kirkyard.  Councillor S Hagan had attended when this 
issue was first raised and had volunteered to investigate this on behalf of Sanday 
Community Council, and it was:- 

RESOLVED that the Clerk liaise with Councillor Hagan and enquire as to any progress. 

c)Community Council Short life working life group: Final report and 
recommendations  

After reviewing the email received from Democratic Services providing an internet link to the 
report and recommendations, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

d)Letter from Sanday Community School  

After consideration of a letter of thanks received from Sanday Community School, in 
connection with a recent donation towards the cost of producing the Sanday Sound, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

e)Water on Loth Road  

A Community Council member made representations regarding water accumulations on the 
road at the south end of island which leads to the Ferry.  The stretch of B9070 above 
Backaskail running past Villafield and Clinkhammer suffers, from what appears to be, 
inadequate drainage making driving quite dangerous, and it was:- 



  

RESOLVED to bring this matter to the attention of Democratic Services. 

14.DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

RESOLVED:-  

(1)to note that the date of the next meeting was already set for the 27th November 
2012; and 

(2)that the dates for the following meetings were set for 22nd January and 12th March. 

15.CONCLUSION 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked members for attending and the 
meeting was concluded at 10.18 pm 


