
Community Council meeting minutes 6th March 2012 

MINUTES of the MEETING of SANDAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL held in the SANDAY 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL on TUESDAY 6th MARCH 2012 at 7.00 pm 

Present: Mr J Dearness, Mrs N Brown, Mr R Brown, Dr S Clackson, Mrs M Lennie,  Mr D 
Muir   In Attendance:  Councillor Sam Harcus  Ms R Searle-Mbullu, Scottish Community 
Foundation (SCF)  Ms F Begg  Mr R Thorne – Sanday Ranger  Miss N Black, Clerk      

1. APOLOGIES 

RESOLVED to note that apologies were received from Mrs Jacqueline Seatter and Torquil 
McLeod (Northern Constabulary). 

2. Meeting with Ms Rachel Searle Mbullu from SCF 

The meeting had been anticipated as an opportunity to meet with Ms Carole Elliott, a new 
member of the SCF team who will be dealing with Sanday in the future and taking on the 
role previously held by Ms R Searle-Mbullu who is moving on to another post within 
SCF.  However, Ms Elliott was unable to attend the meeting due to illness. 

The latest grant making statement was reviewed with the Community Council members. Ms 
Searle Mbullu mentioned a potential application from Sanday Development Trust for the 
Heritage Centre and advised that she was expecting income into the fund.  There had been 
delays with money coming in but by July time the variable payment from the previous year 
would be there and she was confident that there would be a sum of approximately £34K in 
the fund.  

There has been a steady flow of smaller grants applications being received.  Most residents 
are aware of the money available through the Spurness Fund and regular advertising in the 
Sanday Sound is a good way of maintaining this awareness.  The micro grant is by far the 
most popular grant and is working well. 

Ms Searle Mbullu advised that she thought there could be more flexibility when it came to 
topping up the fund. Recently the fund had gone into a negative situation and she advised 
that SSE would be happy to raise the amount of £1500 to £2,000 or even £2,500 and when 
the level dropped to £500 or below this would signal the time to ask for a top up.  The 
meeting agreed that this level would be helpful.  The fund had already had an injection of 
funds for £1,500 so could bank on another £1,000.  All of the last 6 applications have been 
for the maximum amount of £250.  

The endowment /   The endowment investment was discussed, this having lost money over 
the last year due to poor economic conditions generally. The Community Council members 
asked if this money could be invested anywhere else but Ms Searle Mbullu was unable to 
advise on this.  At this point, Councillor Sam Harcus suggested that the Community Council 
write to Orkney Islands Council and ask for advice on possible investment 
recommendations. Ms Searle Mbullu asked about and was advised that there were no credit 
unions in Orkney.  

The year ahead:  An application for money to help with the Heritage Centre has not been 
submitted yet and Mr J Dearness reported that the whole cost is likely to be in the region of 
£250,000 with £25,000 being sought from the Spurness Fund.  With three members from the 
Heritage Group being Community Councillors it was decided that this matter should be left 



until after the forthcoming elections and dealt with by the new Community Council 
members.  Mr Rod Thorne mentioned that the Heritage Group had already missed some 
deadlines for funding but there was to be a meeting of the Community Association tomorrow 
which may bring a better idea of the feeling toward this issue.  An application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund has been submitted.  The SCF would expect to work to their 15th March 
deadline.  If an application is made before the next Community Council Meeting the current 
members would have to make a decision on it.  It is not possible to determine the timing of 
the next meeting (after the one in April) for the new Community Council but it is likely to be 
relatively quickly after the election on 29 May.  It was decided that SCF should closely liaise 
with the Clerk and if the whole of the Community Council changes it may be necessary for 
someone to come out and outline details of how SCF works to the new members. 

Ways of supplementing the Clerk’s pay possibly through the Spurness Fund and a grant 
application were discussed as one possible way of supplementing the 
remuneration.  Various ways of achieving funding were considered and it was agreed that 
this matter should be taken up with the Democratic Services at OIC.  As a guide Ms Searle 
Mbullu stated that clerical assistance for 6 meetings was between £800 and £1100 per 
annum.  

Ms Searle Mbullu recapped over the various discussions that had taken place, stating that 
the change of council members potentially meant that there were a few difficulties to 
overcome. She thanked the Community Council and the Clerk for all the work done involving 
the fund to date.   Ms Searle Mbullu then introduced Ms Fiona Begg who represented a 
group from Kyle of Lochalsh.  This group has also received financial assistance from 
SCF.  Ms Begg had heard a presentation by Mrs Rosemary Newton a while ago and was 
inspired by all the work done on Sanday for youngsters and is hoping  to bring a minibus of 
children to Sanday for a visit.  

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

(a) General Meeting held on 17th January 2012 

The minutes of the meeting of 17th Jan 2012 were adopted, this being proposed by Mr S 
Clackson and seconded by Mr D Muir. 

(b) Special Meeting held on 17th January 2012 

The minutes of the special meeting of 17th Jan 2012 were adopted, this being proposed by 
Mr R Brown and seconded by Mrs N Brown 

  4.        MATTERS ARISING 

(a)     Recycling bins at Lady Village 

This ongoing issue was raised and discussed again with the Community Council having 
received yet another letter of complaint from Mrs M Dearness.  The bin which 
accommodates tin cans is always full. There is a definite need for more bins.  The current 
situation is simply discouraging residents to re-cycle anything.  

With the Heritage Group’s newly renovated Croft opening soon the need to tidy up this area 
is paramount.  Mrs J Seatter had sent in her suggestion that the recycling bins be moved to 
the old council depot area at Marston.  Mrs M Lennie who lives close by, had reported 
problems on many occasions but has been told to wait for 6 months before the new 



Alternative Waste Collection (AWC) service was due to be rolled out.  Councillor Harcus 
advised the Community Council to write to ask if the new scheme could be brought forward. 

A large container which has been left by the recycling site was mentioned.  This has been 
left on Council owned land for some considerable time now.  The owner had been unable to 
have it delivered when he moved to the island some months ago.  This too would need to be 
moved away from the area by the time the Croft is open for business which is scheduled for 
the 1st May 2012, and it was:- 

RESOLVED:- 

(i) to write to Democratic Services enquiring whether the AWC scheme could be brought 
forward and to enquire about the possibility of moving the recycling bins to another location, 
namely the previous Council depot at Marston Road; and 

(ii) to write to the owner of the container asking him to remove it from site by mid April 2012. 

(b)   Coastal Erosion 

A letter had been received from Democratic Services in response to the Coastal Erosion 
issue that was raised at the last meeting.  The letter addressed the various points as follows: 

The Start Point access track: unclear whether this is Council responsibility as the track is not 
a public road.  The issue has been passed on to Planning to provide advice. 

Otterswick Dyke:  The Council was aware of the damage here and it has been repaired. 

Isegarth:  This section of road is being monitored and the Council is aware that work to 
replace the damaged gabions may be required in the future. 

Laminess Road.  Again the Council is aware of the continuing erosion here and further 
maintenance will be undertaken in the summer. 

Following discussion, it was:- 

RESOLVED that the contents be noted and to enquire of OIC whether prior notification of 
any visits to these sites be notified beforehand.  

  (c)  Diamond Jubilee 

The Clerk had obtained some samples and literature for Diamond Jubilee mugs.  These 
were reviewed and the details of wording was discussed and agreed upon.  It was further 
agreed that 100 be ordered which should be sufficient to cover presentation to each of the 
islands children (up to the age of 16), and it was:- 

RESOLVED that the Clerk place an order for the mugs. 

(d)       Blair Wood’s name on War Memorial Plaque 

Mr J Dearness updated the Community Council Members with news that the plaque was 
now ready to be collected and put in place at the War Memorial in Lady Village, and it was:- 

RESOLVED that this information be noted. 



5. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Bag The Bruck 

A letter had been received from Democratic Services advising Community Council members 
about the Bag the Bruck scheme for 2012.  It was agreed that Sanday Community Council 
would match the £300 funding from Council Grant Scheme.   The Ranger would be the 
islands contact for dispensing refuse sacks etc and an advert be placed in the Sanday 
Sound.  Applications for funding assistance should be submitted to the Clerk by the 7th April, 
and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note its contents. 

b) Amended Ferry Timetables – Olympic Torch 

A letter has been received from the Democratic Services Manager advising of an alternative 
ferry timetable to enable residents to travel to Kirkwall to see the Olympic Torch 
procession/relay route, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the contents of this letter.    c) Orkney Ferries Summer Sunday 
Excursion Timetable 

A letter from the island’s Ranger and Chairman of the Soulka Group, Mr R Thorne was 
reviewed.  This letter identified the problems Mr Thorne had experienced in trying to arrange 
transport of the Silver Darlings to attend one of the Soulka weekends he had hoped to plan 
for the summer season of 2012.  In his letter he asks that the Community Council be 
involved or at least consulted with, when planning is needed for non-timetable ferry journeys 
for local events.  As Ranger he would very much appreciate the opportunity to suggest dates 
for at least some of the Sundays involved in the Soulka weekends and it was:- 

RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to Democratic Services with a request that the 
Community Council be consulted and more actively involved with the planning of summer 
Ferry timetables for next year. 

  d) Letter of thanks from Rosemary Newton - Sanday Community School 

A letter from Ms R Newton thanking the Community Council for their financial support for the 
forthcoming trip to Edinburgh for the islands secondary school pupils was reviewed, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to note the contents of the letter. 

e) Letter from Alistair Carmichael MP and Liam McArthur MSP 

A letter received from Alistair Carmichael MP and Liam McArthur MSP regarding an 
invitation to attend a meeting about the future of digital services (mobile phone and internet 
services) was reviewed.  The Community Council had been unable to send a member 
across because of the poor timing of the meeting when considering the refit timetable of the 
ferries operating at the time.  However Mr R Thorne had been able to attend, on behalf of 
another group from Sanday and was able to report back on the finer points arising out of the 
meeting.  Mr Thorne was going to receive a copy of the presentation and email it to 
interested Community Council members in due course.  Mr Thorne reported to the meeting 
that only 40 or so people attended.  He had asked Alistair Carmichael to consider holding 



any future meetings on Sanday as he thought there would be a better attendance level here, 
and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information.  

(f) Orkney Ferries Ltd – Statistical information for January 2012 

These statistics were duly reviewed and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

(g) Inter-Isles Ferry & Air Services Consultative Committees 

The Community Council had received invitations to attend meetings of the Inter-Isles Ferry 
Services and Air Services meetings, both being held on 20th March.  Mrs J Seatter had 
earlier advised that she would be attending for Sanday Community Council, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the contents. 

(h) Email from Eday Community Council 

An email from the Clerk for Eday Community Council had been received.  Eday CC was 
seeking views on changing the Ferry timetable to accommodate Eday’s school children to 
allow them to travel to Sanday to use the swimming pool.   Sanday CC members agreed that 
this was a good idea but wanted clarification as to the timings for this, i.e. during summer 
holidays or the whole of the summer, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to liaise with Eday Community Council further seeking the 
information requested. 

  (i)   Updates and Newsletters from SSE 

The Chairman checked with Community Council Members that all had seen the various 
updates, posters and newsletters from Scottish and Southern Electricity in connection with 
the various stages of the Spurness Re-powering Project.  The newsletters are being 
supplied and distributed out very regularly, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note the ongoing efforts of SSE to keep the residents fully aware of the 
progress of the project. 

6. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 

(a) Scottish Ferry Review 

This consultation document has been circulated and the comments are due for submission 
by the 30th March, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

7.   GRASS CUTTING AND KIRK YARD MAINTENANCE TENDER 

The tender for the grass cutting and Kirk yard maintenance are up for renewal in April.  It 
was agreed that an advertisement for tenders should be placed in the Sanday Sound and Mr 



A Rae be asked to service the mowers and strimmer.  Tenders will be opened at the next 
meeting, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

8.   FINANCE 

(a) General Fund 

Following consideration of the statement for the General Finance, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

(b) Spurness Fund 

Following consideration of the statement for the Spurness Wind Fund, it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

(c) CCGS 

The financial statement for the Community Council Grant Scheme was reviewed, and it 
was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

  (d)  CDF 

The financial statement for the CDF was reviewed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

(e) Seed Corn Fund 

The financial statement for the Seed Corn Fund was reviewed, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

9. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

(a)   Natural Dyeing Workshop 

An application for assistance with funding from the Spurness Micro Grant fund, to hold a 
natural dyeing workshop for eight adults was submitted by Mrs Rosemary 
Dempster.  Following consideration, it was:- 

RESOLVED to award the amount requested of £185 and to ask the Clerk to process the 
application to enable funding to be released.   (b)   Orkney Folk Festival 

A letter from the Treasurer of Orkney Folk Festival was considered.  The Folk Festival which 
is to run from 31st May – 3rd June 2012 is asking for contributions towards the cost of 
organizing the 29 events it holds.  Following consideration, it was:- 



RESOLVED to give a donation of £100 from the General Fund and to ask the Clerk to 
process the request to enable funding to be released. 

(c) Haulage of Aggregate  

A funding application for assistance with the cost of haulage of aggregate materials from Mr 
and Mrs J Walker of Warsetter Cottages was considered.  Following consideration, it was:- 

RESOLVED to award of £50 and to ask the Clerk to notify the applicants of the decision, and 
to run the advertisement for this grant again in the next Sanday Sound.   

10.       REPORTS FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

a) Planning 

The Planning Representative, Mrs N Brown, advised of the following new planning 
applications since the last meeting:- 

Erect 2 x 10kW wind turbines (max height 19.1m) - Colligarth Farm (Land Near) Sanday 
Orkney KW17 2BW; and  

Extend a house - Viggar Sanday Orkney KW17 2AZ; and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information 

b) Transport  

The Transport Representative, Mrs J Seatter had sent in a note regarding a complaint she 
had received about the plane service.  This was read out to the Members by the Chairman. 
The complaint concerned weekend travelling on Loganair and had been raised at Orkney 
Islands Council but was awaiting a response, and it was:- 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

c)      The Development Trust 

RESOLVED to note that the Development Trust Representative, Mr R Brown had nothing 
new to report to the meeting. 

d) MARS 

RESOLVED to note that the MARS Representative Mr D Muir had nothing new to report to 
the meeting. 

11. PUBLICATIONS 

Various newsletters and publications were available for members to view. 

12. AOCB 

The “Thank You” gift for Frances and Gordon, who kindly erected the Christmas Tree in 
December, had been gratefully received, and it was:- 



RESOLVED to note this information. 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING   The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 24th April 
2012. 

14. CONCLUSION 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked members for attending and the 
meeting was concluded at 9.34pm. 

 


