
MINUTE  of  the MEETING  of SANDAY 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL held in the  
SANDAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL on  
TUESDAY, 17 JUNE 2014 at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Present: Mr R Brown, Mr J Dearness, Mrs J Seatter, Mrs N Brown, Mr D Muir  
 and Mr J Muir  
 
In Attendance:  Councillor S Clackson 
 Sergeant D Hall, Police Scotland 
 Constable D Miller, Police Scotland  
  Ms Naomi Black, Clerk 
 
 3 members of the public 
    
1. POLICE MATTERS 
 
Members heard representation from Sergeant Hall and Police Constable Miller, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that:- 
 
(1) Sergeant Hall was the new Police Scotland contact for Sanday; 

 
(2) Sergeant Hall and Constable Miller would take a lead on dealing with any Sanday police 

matters, supported by a team at Police Scotland; and 
 
(3) it was anticipated that Sergeant Hall would attend several Community Council meetings 

throughout the year. 
 
Mr J Dearness thanked Sergeant Hall and Constable Miller for attending and they left the 
meeting at this point. 
 
2. APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED to note that apologies were received on behalf of Mr A Towrie. 
 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 
(a) Chairman  
 
RESOLVED that Mr R Brown be appointed Chairman of Sanday Community Council.  

 
(b) Vice Chairman  
 
RESOLVED that Mrs J Seatter be appointed Vice Chairman of Sanday Community Council, 
 
(c) Planning Representative  
 
RESOLVED that Mrs N Brown be appointed Planning Representative for Sanday Community 
Council. 
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(d) Municipal and Roads Services (MARS) Representative  
 
RESOLVED that Mr D Muir be appointed MARS Representative for Sanday Community 
Council. 
 
(e) Sanday Development Trust Representative 

 
RESOLVED that Mr J Muir be appointed Sanday Development Trust Representative for 
Sanday Community Council.  
 
(f) Transport Representative  

 
RESOLVED that Mrs J Seatter be appointed Transport Representative for Sanday 
Community Council. 

 
4. MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 29 APRIL 2014 

 
RESOLVED to note the Minute of the General Meeting held on 29 April 2014 was approved, 
being proposed by Mrs J Seatter and seconded by Mrs N Brown. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
(a) Bag The Bruck 
 
The Clerk reported that five local organisations had registered and participated in this year’s 
Bag the Bruck, with a total of 502 bags being collected. The £600 allocated by the Community 
Council would therefore be divided up and paid out at a per bag ratio, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report. 
 
(b) Dalkeith Quarry 
 
Members heard that some information had been obtained in connection with ascertaining 
ownership of the stone at Dalkeith Quarry however the situation was not yet clear. Councillor 
Clackson offered to assist with further investigation via Orkney Islands Council’s records and 
report back, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report and that Councillor Clackson would investigate 
with Orkney Islands Council.  
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
(a) Mobile Phone Reception 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence from a local resident asking if the possibility of a 
mobile signal booster could be investigated as the lack of workable mobile signal in the 
Community Centre could pose serious risk in the event of an emergency.  After some 
discussion, members agreed that Liam McArthur be approached as he is involved with seeking 
to improve all kinds of communication methods for the islands, and it was:- 
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RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to contact Liam McArthur and seek his assistance with liaising with 
the mobile service providers.  
 
(b) Thank you Letter – Mrs M Dearness 
 
Following consideration of correspondence from Mrs M Dearness, Senior Youth Worker, who 
had written to thank the Community Council for providing financial assistance for a sound 
engineering course for a local young person, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence. 
 
(c) Proposal for Tesco  Home Delivery to the Isles 
 
After considerable discussion on the proposal for Tesco Home Delivery to the Isles, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that members agreed that as the Community Council was unable to take a 
definitive position, members could express their views as individuals on the planning application 
if they so wished. 
 
(d) Thank you letter - Sanday Surgery 
 
Following consideration of a letter of thanks from the Sanday Surgery Team for the Community 
Council’s part in securing finance from the Spurness Wind Farm Fund to support the Orkney 
Alcohol Counselling Advisory Services, it was:-  
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.  
 
(e) Thank You Card - Sanday Community School Pupils 
 
The Chairman read out the various comments of thanks from the Sanday Community School 
pupils who had travelled to Glasgow to be present at the Inspire/Aspire Award Ceremony, which 
had been part funded by a Spurness Community Fund grant, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the content of the card. 
 
7. CONSULTATIONS 

(a) Port Waste Reception Facilities 
 
Following consideration of a consultation on Port Waste Reception facilities, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the consultation and that members had no comments. 

(b) 3 Night Weekend for Papdale Halls of Residence 
 
Following consideration of the contents of a consultation on a potential three night weekend for 
Papdale Halls of Residence, copies of which had circulated, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of consultation and that any comments would be submitted by 
the deadline.  
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(c) Development Briefs and Design Statements Draft Supplementary Guidance    
 
Following consideration of the contents of a consultation of Development Briefs and Design 
Statements, copies of which had been previously circulated, it was noted that one comment had 
been made, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the comment would be submitted by the deadline of 19 June. 
 
8. FINANCE 
 
(a) Community Council Accounts 2013/14 
 
After consideration of the Community Council accounts for 2013/14, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that:- 
 
(1) the balance carried forward for the Community Council Fund account was £10,105.24; 

and  
 

(2) the balance carried forward for the Spurness Wind Farm (Micro Grant) account was 
£1,763.02. 

 
(b) General Fund 
 
After consideration of a financial statement for the General Fund, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the estimated balance was £1,988.42, as at 5 June 2014. 
 
(c) Spurness Wind Fund 
 
After consideration of a financial statement for the Spurness Wind Fund, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the estimated balance was £1279.02, as at 5 June 2014. 
 
(d) Community Council Grant Scheme 
 
After consideration of a financial statement for the Community Council Grant Scheme, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that £302.49 remained unclaimed but approved, as at 5 June 2014. 
 
(e) Community Development Fund 

 
After consideration of the financial statement for the Community Development Fund, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note that the balance remaining for approval was £4419.68, as at  
5 June 2014.  
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(f) Seedcorn Fund 
 

After consideration of the financial statement for the Seedcorn Fund, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the balance remaining available for allocation of £7,018.03, as at  
5 June 2014. 
 
9. FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
 
Three members of the public left the meeting at this point. 
 
(a) Mr William Sichel – Spurness Micro grant application (deferred from last meeting)  
 
Following consideration of an application from W Sichel, which had been deferred from the 
previous meeting as it had been received within twelve months of a previous application, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award the sum of £250 from the Spurness Micro Grant fund. 
 
Mrs J Seatter declared an interest in the next items and left the meeting. 
 
(b) Funding Application from Sanday Girl Guide Leader  
 
Following consideration of an application on behalf of the 1st Sanday Guide Unit for financial 
assistance in connection with attending the Girlguide County Camp, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award £250 from the Spurness Micro Grant fund. 
 
Mr R Brown and Mr J Muir had declared interest in the next item. 
 
(c) Sanday Community School Parent Council – Glasgow for Inspire/Aspire awards 

 
 Following consideration of an application from Sanday Community School Parent Council for 

financial assistance with travelling to Glasgow for Inspire/Aspire awards and the associated 
assessment from SSE [Scottish and Southern Energy], which had been circulated to members 
excluding Mr R Brown, Mrs J Seatter and Mr J Muir by email between meetings, it was:- 

 
 RESOLVED to agree to £1,500 being awarded from the Spurness (Sanday) Community Fund. 

 
(d) Sanday Development Trust - New post of Centre Assistant Sanday Heritage Centre 
 
Following consideration of a letter from Sanday Development Trust providing clarification of the 
details for the new position being created at The Heritage Centre, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to proceed with the revised application for £2,800 from the Seedcorn fund. 
 
Mr R Brown and Mr J Muir declared an interest in the next item and left the meeting. 
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(e) Sanday Brownies - 200th Birthday  
 
Following consideration of correspondence from Sanday Brownies requesting financial 
assistance in connection with travelling to Stenness School, Orkney to take part in the Brownies 
birthday celebrations, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to award a donation of £116.40 from the Community Council fund. 
 
Mr R Brown and Mr J Muir re-joined the meeting. 
 
(f) Micro Grant application from J Seatter,  After-School Netball Coordinator 
 
Following consideration of an application from J Seatter for financial assistance with purchasing 
training equipment for after-school netball, it was 
 
RESOLVED to award £250 from the Spurness Micro Grant Fund. 
 
Mrs J Seatter re-joined the meeting at this point.  
 
(g) Micro Grant application from K Brassfield-Thorpe  
 
Following consideration of an application from K Brassfield-Thorpe for financial assistance with 
travel, course fees and accommodation costs for taking up a place on the Scottish Youth 
Theatre’s summer festival, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to defer this to the next meeting due to this application being made within a year of 
a previous application.  
 
One member of the public rejoined the meeting at this point. 
 
10. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
(a) Planning 
 
The Planning Representative reported that a planning application had been submitted since the 
last Community Council meeting to built a house with detached garage at land near Grunavi, 
and it was:-                                                    

 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report. 
 
(b) Transport 
 
The Transport Representative reported that the next Transport Meeting was due to be held on 
26 August and that the additional Sunday sailing to Kirkwall on 20 July would be taking place, 
and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report. 
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(c) Development Trust  
 
RESOLVED to note that the Development Trust Representative had nothing to report. 
 
(d) MARS 
 
The MARS Representative reported that he had received some complaints about the grass-
cutting at the Kirkyards, the grass being reported as being three to four inches high in places. 
Additionally, there was a very large rabbit hole causing concern in the Kirkyard at Burness. The 
MARS Representative advised that he would try and remedy this himself first before the next 
meeting, and it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to note the contents of the report and that the Chairman would speak with the 
grass-cutting contractor. 
 
11. PUBLICATIONS 
 
The following publications were made available at the meeting for members to view:- 
 
Liam McArthur – Holyrood Highlights 
Voluntary Action Orkney (VAO) Newsletters 
Scottish Rural Parliament Newsletter 
 
12. AOCB 
 
(a) Tourist Maps 
 
Mrs J Seatter reported that the new tourist maps were now ready for collection from The 
Orcadian.   
 
There had also been complaints received by Mrs J Seatter in connection with the state of the 
paths around all Kirkyards which are badly overgrown and need making safe for older people to 
walk on safely as they are no longer flat or defined, and it was:-  
  
RESOLVED that this matter be brought to the attention of Orkney Islands Council.  
 
(b) The Islands of Orkney Brochure 2015 – Breakdown of costs 
 
Following consideration of a letter from the Democratic Services Manager regarding the Islands 
of Orkney Brochure, it was:- 
 
RESOLVED to agree to fund up to £650 a year for 2015, 2016 and 2017 respectively. 
 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED to note that the next meeting was scheduled for 19 August that the following 
meeting would be held on 30 September 2014. 
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14. CONCLUSION 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked members for attending and the meeting 
was concluded at 9.55 p.m. 
 


